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From the Principal
A UNITED community with
a common purpose and
strength of vision is so much
more powerful than a group
of individuals who strive by
themselves. The advantages
of sharing, consultation,
support, companionship
along with the inspiration
and innovation that presents
different ways to approach
a common goal can help us
reach amazing heights.
Community has always been
central to School life and if
we reflect on some of the
silver linings following the
past three years it would
be the emergence of even
stronger communities, both
those in which we live and
those in which we learn.
As the world is emerging
from a time involving
isolation, it has been lovely to
watch our School Community
blossom. And as School
life has returned to our
three campuses, so has a
greater tolerance for others’
personal situations and
what I think is an increased
level of care regarding
others’ mental health.
Our student leaders have
demonstrated this through
the thoughtful activities they
have organised, including the
recent ‘Beanies for Billy’ day,
which raises awareness of
brain cancer in honour of Old
Scholar Billy Adams (Class of
2017), who died from brain
cancer in 2019, aged 20. And
it was an absolute delight
to attend our recent Winter
Reunion in Melbourne where
I was welcomed into our Old
Scholar Community. As you

will read on page 13, this
event was about making new
connections as much as it
was about reconnection and
I thoroughly enjoyed seeing
how much the Gippsland
Grammar Community is
celebrated well beyond our
school years. Our current
students should be excited
about how their connection
to our School Community
evolves as they grow into
young (and then more
mature) adults.
Over the past term I have
had the honour of observing
our School through Acting
Principal eyes and in this
privileged position I have
continued to enjoy the
staff, student and wider
community engagement.
Our reinvigorated Leadership
team (Page 4) attended
a Leadership Retreat in
Melbourne at the start of this
term and the collaboration
and connections formed at
that time have stood us in
good stead for the remainder
of this year and into 2023. We
look forward to welcoming
our new Business Manager
Fiona Hammond in Term 4
and sincerely thank Richard
Price for his wonderful
contribution this year.
As part of my new role I have
also been welcomed into
Principal networks including
ESA (Ecumenical Schools
Australia), AHISA (Association
of Heads of Independent
Schools of Australia), ICCES
(Independent Country
Coeducational Schools),
ISV (Independent Schools
Victoria), the SEISA (South

Eastern Independent Schools
Association) as well as
what has been colloquially
known as the ‘Gang of
Five Schools’ (which has
recently been expanded to
six schools), which is a group
of like-minded Independent
schools including Ballarat
Grammar, Scotch Oakburn
College, Westminster School,
Rockhampton Grammar
and Woodleigh (which
coincidentally is where our
former Principal David Baker
is currently leading). I have
found the conversations and
support from each of these
communities to be both
invaluable and inspiring to
me and I look forward to this
continuing.
At Gippsland Grammar our
educational community
will thrive within our wider
Gippsland community when
we continue to strive for best
practices, when we work
together as one, when we
accumulate and celebrate
positive achievements and
when we confidently and
proudly unfurl the Gippsland
Grammar welcome-mat on a
daily basis.
I hope each of our students
and their families have found
their place in their own
communities and that the
subsequent connections and
support are as rich as what
I have experienced in the
examples listed above.
I am so pleased to be a part
of this School Community
and I thank you all for
welcoming me so genuinely.

100 Days of School
ONE of the most significant – and most fun – milestones of
each student’s first year of schooling is when they complete
their first 100 days at school.
For the Foundation students at our two junior campuses, that
milestone was reached on August 10 and boy-oh-boy did
our students (and teachers!) have plenty of fun marking the
occasion.
Dress-ups were the order of the day for our Bairnsdale and
St Anne’s Foundation teachers Libby Crowe, Bree Alexander
and Louise Sullivan, not to mention the special appearances
by ‘Grandpa’ van Berkel and ‘Grandma’ Wakeham! In the
classroom, activities included hat-making and 100-bead
necklace making, counting 100 items brought in from home
in groups of 10 and even enjoying some cheeky ‘100’ sweet
treats.

Most of all, this important day was marked with an abundance
of pride and joy at what our students have achieved and at
the fact they have been able to complete these 100 days
actually in the classroom, which is a feat we no longer take for
granted.
It’s worth noting that by the time each of these students
graduates from Year 12 they will have (roughly) completed
about 2600 days at school, which makes their first hundred
days merely a drop in the ocean. These first days at school
however are some of the most precious and we feel incredibly
privileged to have shared this milestone with our students this
term.
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Gippsland Grammar’s Leadership team includes (from left to right) Mr Jie van Berkel, Mrs Virginia Evans, Mr Richard Price, Mrs Emilie Davine, Mr Rohan
Jayatilake, Mrs Michele Wakeham, Mr Justin Henderson and Ms Kate Ray. Inset: Business Manager Fiona Hammond and Board member Neela McGilton.

Our Leadership team grows
A REINVIGORATION of our
Leadership team has seen
the arrival of a new Head of
Garnsey and a new Business
Manager, as well as a new
face on the Board. Head
of Garnsey Campus Rohan
Jayatilake joined Gippsland
Grammar at the start of Term
3 from the British School
in Kathmandu, Nepal. Mr
Jayatilake moved from Perth
to Nepal in 2016 where he
was the Deputy Head of
Secondary at the British
School however the trials of
the Covid-19 pandemic saw
Mr Jay’s return to Australia
with his wife Sona and young

daughter Kaiya and he said
the transition to Gippsland
and to Gippsland Grammar
had been both welcoming
and seamless.
“The genuine care
and generosity of the
community has made us
feel immediately at home,
and we are so pleased to
be here,” Mr Jay said. “My
family and I feel extremely
privileged to be part of both
the School and Gippsland
communities and I am so
excited to be sharing in
the forward growth and
achievements of Gippsland
Grammar.”

Mr Jay’s arrival coincides
with a reinvigoration of the
School’s Leadership team,
which has included the
addition of Head of Strategic
Operations and Innovation
Kate Ray and Director of
Human Resources Emilie
Davine. From Term 4 Fiona
Hammond will replace
Richard Price as the
Business Manager, a role Mr
Price had been holding in an
interim capacity.

10 years’ experience with
Australian universities.
She currently leads the
Partnerships team at
Invest Victoria, which is the
economic development arm
of Victorian Department
of Treasury and Finance.
Growing up in a rural town,
Mrs McGilton is passionate
about regional communities
and the role education and
skills plays in the economic
development of regions.

Gippsland Grammar also
welcomes Neela McGilton
to its Board. Mrs McGilton
has a commercial strategy
background with more than

BOOK WEEK 2022
FEW weeks in a school are as exciting as Book Week and this year the occasion was celebrated at every campus with staff
and students dressing up to the theme of 'Dreaming with eyes open ...'.
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Sardine eatery + bar owner and head chef Mark Briggs with apprentice chef and former Gippsland Grammar student Oskar Watkinson.

A career path worth toasting
THE transition from school
to filleting sardines has been
a seamless one for former
student Oskar Watkinson.
Oskar combined his VCE
studies with a Certificate
III in Commercial Cookery
until the end of Term 1 this
year when the then Year 11
student accepted a fulltime chef apprenticeship at
Paynesville’s Sardine eatery
+ bar in East Gippsland.

says it was the perfect
career path for him.

Since then Oskar has
embraced kitchen life
which has included long
but rewarding hours and
mastering some of the
restaurant’s signature dishes
including Hiramasa kingfish
crudo (Oskar fillets the
kingfish from whole, often
just hours after it’s been
caught) and local sardine
fillets with garnishes that
change with the season.

An early career highlight
for Oskar has been working
alongside and learning
from Sardine owner and
head chef Mark Briggs,
who established his own
career working in Michelinstarred restaurants across
the UK and alongside chefs
including Jamie Oliver and
Pierre Koffmann before
moving to Australia and
working with Shannon
Bennett at the acclaimed
Vue de Monde. In 2017 Mark
relocated to East Gippsland
and opened Sardine eatery +

While an apprenticeship
may not be something all
students consider, Oskar

“It has been absolutely
awesome,” he said. “I’ve
found something that I really
love doing and I’m always
excited to come into work.
I’m not sure I would have
necessarily had the same
happiness in my career had
I continued at school, which
I’m not sure was for me.”

bar on the town’s waterfront
overlooking Raymond Island.
Mark said Oskar is a natural
in the kitchen.

Head of VCAL and Careers
Justin Henderson agrees
with Mark that Oskar is off to
achieve amazing things.

“He is an uncut diamond,”
Mark said. “We are super
lucky to have found him. He
started here as a waiter and
we got him washing dishes
but I’ve never seen anyone
just take to it as Oskar has.
He gets here early and
stays until the end and he
has so much determination
and passion and ability for
someone who is such a
young age. I mean how many
17 year olds take themselves
to Melbourne on their days
off to sit at the bar at Kisume
and order the degustation
menu for lunch.

“Oskar was able to utilise our
elective programs to explore
and understand his passion
for cooking,” Mr Henderson
said.

“Remember his name
because he is one to watch.
I guarantee we’ll be reading
about him in the future.”

“Over the past four years we
have had seen an increase
in the number of students
pursuing apprenticeship
pathways like Oskar. These
students have followed
this pathway after careful
consideration, work
experience and, in many
cases, pre-apprenticeship
training as part of their
schooling. And as teachers,
it is particularly pleasing
when our past students
return to our school as
qualified tradespeople with
their employers.”

Gippsland Grammar’s Acting
Deputy Principal and former

As Mark said: watch this
space!
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For the first time in what seems like forever, students from each of our campuses
came together at Garnsey on Monday August 8 for Commemoration Day. There
was music, clap-a-longs, sharing of stories and— of course — cake but a highlight
was the School Captains interviewing current staff who are also former students
about their own memories from their time at Gippsland Grammar. Pictured at the
lectern is Head of Visual Arts and Technology Nadine Lineham with Sarah Guinness
and Simon Turnbull, who are all members of the Class of 1989.

The first day of Term 3 on Tuesday July 19 ended
up being the only day of the term Garnsey students
were mask free. It was so nice to see their smiling
faces!
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In late August the entire Year 7 coh
ort
went to Buchan for their first over
night
school camp of the year, which is
an
important (and fun!) opportunity
for
students to mix with the whole year
level as well as the Year 7 Mentor
teachers. It also means they get
to
practice packing their bags, putting
up
tents and cooking on a trangia befo
re
next term’s three-night camp to Loc
h
Sport. Pictured is student Becky
Boers
exploring the Buchan Caves.

Bairnsdale Campus’s two Tournament of Minds teams progressed to
the State finals after winning their sections at the TOM regional event
at Federation University in Churchill on August 20.

Each Wednesday Head of St Anne’s Jie Van Berkel has morning tea with
a different group of students, which are selected by their classroom
teachers as an opportunity to acknowledge an achievement or a
struggle they may be overcoming. Pictured is Mr van Berkel with Year
3 students Rey, Mary, Marley, Lexie and Acting Principal Mrs Wakeham
who all enjoyed the morning tea on September 7.

As part of the Year 9 Program stud
ents enjoyed
the chilly brilliance of snow camp
at Mount
Hotham in early August.

St Anne’s students visited Garnsey on August 1 for
the House Athletics Carnival. For many students in
Years 3 to 6 it was their first time competing in such
events as triple jump, high jump, 800m and relay
races while the Foundation to Year 2 students —
including Year 1 student Lottie McWhirter, pictured
— participated in modified events.

On Monday August 29 Garnsey staff competed against senior
students in a number of pursuits including netball, volleyball and
debating. Pictured are teacher Glen Dihood and Year 12 student
Naomi Sjerp.
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ST Anne’s became a land of fairy tale wonders in late August
with the production of Shrek The Musical JR, which was
performed in the John Leslie Theatre at the Wedge. More
than 160 students from Years 3-6 rehearsed for 20 weeks
for the production which was presented over three main
performances on August 25 and 26. St Annes Music Coordinator Katie Germaine said it was so wonderful to see
so many of our students participating in the musical which
has been extra special this year after the cancellation of the
campus’s planned performance of Mary Poppins in 2020.
“A musical like Shrek is full of so many magical moments
that will become lifelong memories for our students,” Mrs
Germaine said. “Students, teachers and parents worked
together to make the props, the set and costumes, which was
a great display of community spirit.
“Students also took ownership over their own learning. We had
student Dance, Music and Choir Captains who assisted with
the choreography and even our backstage crew was made
up a dedicated group of students. It was a great example of
collaborative teamwork. And it was wonderful to see each
student have their moment to shine
Head of Campus Jie van Berkel agreed that seeing students
have the opportunity to shine both onstage and behind the
scenes was a highlight.
“The energy, smiles and laughing from our students after
each performance was an indicator of how much fun and
enjoyment they were having,” Mr van Berkel said. “It brought
our community together in such a positive way and was an
amazing and collaborative experience for all involved. The
acting, singing, props and costumes were just outstanding.
Year 5 student Ashton Carroll played Shrek and described his
involvement as a “once in a lifetime opportunity”.
‘It was great to make new friends and do something really fun,”
Ashton said. “It also takes me one step closer to my dream of
becoming an actor.”
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Kate Nancarrow:
It was SO wonderful!
Congratulations to all
for such a magnificent
run! Our family loved it.
Although I was told off
by my own beloveds
for laughing too much!
But it was hysterically
brilliant.
Peter Rankin:
The show was
absolutely fabulous,
enjoyed every minute.
Well done to all.
Bruiser and Evelyn
Bermingham:
Loved it. Fabulous show
and congratulations to
everyone involved.
Rachel Morgan:
It was an amazing
show. Congratulations
to everyone who was
involved, no matter how
big or small your role
you’re all superstars and
should be very proud of
yourselves.
Estelle Carroll:
Congratulations
teachers and students
on an incredible show.
Margot Nethercote:
It was a great show.
Congratulations to all
involved.

Gippsland Grammar - Veritas
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Sophie Alexander
July 12

EQ

Year 11 student Sophie Alexander
was today announced as the Graeme
Clark Oration Youth Ambassador for
2022. Sophie attended the Graeme
Clark Oration Women in STEM lunch
earlier today with the event’s keynote
speaker Dr Natalia Trayanova alongside
200 women from academia, research,
business and government. She was
then treated to a private meeting with
Dr Trayanova before speaking at the
Graeme Clark Oration following Dr
Trayanova’s keynote address.
Reach 6000

Japanese Speaking Comp
Aug 7

EQ

Ohayou! Last week our Garnsey
Campus held a Japanese Speech
Contest to determine which students
will represent our School at the JLTAV
Junior Speech Contest in Hawthorn
on August 28. Our Japanese teachers
were supported in the judging by fluent
Japanese speaker Acting Principal
Michele Wakeham who studied
Japanese throughout high school
and lived in Japan for several years.
Our St Anne’s Japanese teacher Mrs
Chalmer also assisted with the judging
and she was delighted to see her
former students' wonderful progress in
Japanese as well as to meet many new
students.

100 Days of School
Aug 14

EQ

As part of last week's 100 Days of
School celebrations, students from our
Bairnsdale Campus travelled to the All
Abilities playground to enjoy a play and
lunch of fish and chips. Oh, to be young
again (with the wisdom of 100 days of
schooling, of course!).
Reach 2600

Staff v student
cricket match

EQ

Aug 18

Reach 2600

SEISA
Aug 12

EQ

Boarding Footy Trip

Congratulations to our Bairnsdale
Campus students who narrowly got the
better of the Bairnsdale staff in today's
lunchtime cricket match.

It’s not a typical night in our Boarding
House tonight, with our ‘Boardo
bus’ changing it’s usual route to take
12 students and four supervising
teachers to the MCG for the Melbourne
v Collingwood game. This annual
excursion is always a highlight for our
boarding students, which means …
everyone’s a winner!

The match was initiated by the
campus's Year 6 students who have
been creating opportunities for campus
connectedness. And while today's
match saw some great wickets, more
importantly, the interaction between
staff and students was friendly, goodspirited and a lot of fun!

Aug 5

Reach 2900

10

Gippsland Grammar - Veritas

It has been great to see students
thriving in chess, public speaking and
debating at Garnsey Campus. The SEISA
(South Eastern Independent Schools
Association) competition is alive!
Reach 2100

Reach 2500

Student leadership
Aug 24

EQ

Year 11 students have been assisting
staff members on outdoor education
camps and at junior sporting events. Cohead of Outdoor Education Cass Booth
says the Outdoor Education student
leadership program is a way to improve
the confidence of students in a very
hands-on way.
“There are many forms of leadership
that Gippsland Grammar provides,”
Ms Booth said. “And they aren’t all
academic. This particular opportunity
suits students who enjoy and embrace
the outdoors.”
Reach 2300

Beanies for Billy
Aug 25

B’dale Soiree
Aug 30

EQ

Music is such an important part of any
education and the musical talents of our
students was on show last night at our
Bairnsdale Campus Soiree. Students
from Foundation to Year 6 were involved
in the event at the campus's James
Beard Centre Hall and it was lovely
to see so many parents and friends
enjoying the show.
Reach 2700

Yr 8 Geog field trip
Sep 2

EQ

Father’s Day
Sep 4

Happy Father's Day to all the fathers,
grandfathers, uncles and special friends
in our Gippsland Grammar Community.
There were a number of Father's Day
events held across our School on Friday,
including a Father's Day brekkie at our
St Anne's ELC, a special Fellowship,
classroom visits and then a morning tea
at St Anne's and a Campus breakfast at
our Bairnsdale Campus.
The Fellowship at St Anne's was
particularly entertaining as it included
the students doing an ice bucket
challenge on Head of Campus Mr Van
Berkel, which was the students' reward
after raising $550 for our sister school in
Rwanda.
Reach 2700

EQ
French Day
Sep 4

Old Scholar Ella Baker-Horan visited
Garnsey Campus this week with a
heartfelt and moving message for
today's students. Addressing assembly
she told a story about her friend Billy
Adams, who also attended our School
not so long ago (2007-2017). Billy
was a dedicated student, an amazing
swimmer for our School and one of our
Boarding Captains who dreamed of
being a lawyer. Billy died of brain cancer
in 2019, aged 20.
Next week Gippsland Grammar will
wear a beanie "to celebrate the person
Billy was and acknowledge all the
children and people out there who aren’t
as lucky as us," she explained.
Reach 7300

EQ

Some lucky Year 8 Geography students
enjoyed a 90-mile wide classroom today
thanks to a field trip to Golden Beach,
the Honeysuckles and Seaspray. There
was a blue-sky highway, there was
sand between their toes, there was
fish and chips for lunch and there were
even a pod of dolphins frolicking in the
waves! Of course, there was plenty of
learning too. The purpose of the field
trip was so the students could test three
hypotheses, including the uniformity of
the 90 Mile Beach coastal system, the
domination of man-made features and
the impact of human behaviour. The
students monitored litter, the prevalence
of paths, pollution, evidence of native
and non-native animals and drainage
systems.
Reach 2800

EQ

Bonjour! Our Years 7-10 French students
had a sweet day on Friday when they
got to practice their French when
ordering traditional French crepes from
a creperie van which was located in the
Garnsey Campus quad during recess
and lunch. Head of LOTE Sonia Duggan
said the activity was a fun way for the
students to practice their learning in a
practical way.
Reach 2600

Gippsland Grammar - Veritas
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Community Connections

From left to right: Lynne Glover (nee Fox), Nora Mills, Helene Booth (nee Cordes), Jan Bowman (nee Bermingham), St Anne’s Head of Campus Mr Jie
van Berkel, Wendy Skewes (nee Andrew), Sally Friend (nee Bowman), Di Thomas (Chisholm), Hilary Rash (nee Richards), Barbie Roche (nee Kent), Ann
Archbold (nee Mackinnon), Heather Baker (nee Cameron), Marion Atherstone (nee Cross), Barbra Fulton (nee Ferres), Marion Hector (nee Traill), Dierdre
Crawley (nee Edwards), Joy Brand (nee Saxton), Gwen Dyer (nee Derham), Acting Principal Michele Wakeham, Ann Andrew (nee Gooch), Judy Taylor
(nee Moore), Alison Jessup (nee Horstman), Nancy Bertacchini (nee Weatherley), Robyn Kuch (nee Shields).

ST ANNE’S
DAY
IN-person events feel so
much sweeter this year, as
was the case on Friday July
29 for our St Anne’s Day
celebrations.
More than 20 St Anne’s Old
Scholars – affectionately
referred to as ‘Green Grubs’
– who attended the School
prior to 1970 were invited
back to the campus for
a special Fellowship and
luncheon in the campus
library, which was the dining
room when many of the
ladies attended our School.
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Current students spoke and
performed at the Fellowship
before serving the Green
Grubs soup and scones for
lunch.
This annual event is always
full of reminiscing and
reconnecting and this year
it was particularly special
with the announcement that
Old Scholar Ann Andrew will
be updating her previous
book which documented
the history of our School,
this time with a focus on the
people and stories that are
such a crucial part of our
history. Titled ‘100 years,
100 stories’, the book will be
released in 2024 to mark our
Centenary.

Minister for Education the Hon Natalie Hutchins MP presents
the Premier’s Award to Tom Condron.

Old Scholar Tom Condron at this week’s VCE Premier’s Awards with (from left
to right) Gippsland Grammar Furnishing teacher Nick Kuch and parents Ellen
and Gary Condron.

TOM
CONDRON
WINS
PREMIER’S
AWARD
Old Scholar Thomas
(Tom) Condron received a
Premier’s VCE Award for
excellence in Furnishing for
his outstanding VCE results
in 2021, making him the top
Furnishing student in the
state last year.
The award was presented
at a ceremony at the
Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre in July
that was attended by Tom,

his parents Ellen and Gary
Condron and Gippsland
Grammar Furnishing teacher
Nick Kuch.
“Tom worked so hard
throughout the year, and
particularly during the
Learn@Home period, to
finish his project, which is a
gorgeous side table for our
kitchen,” mum Ellen said.
“We are incredibly proud of
his achievements.”
Gippsland Grammar
Furnishing and Wood
Technology teacher Nick
Kuch agreed the award was
well-deserved recognition
for Tom, who is currently
doing a traineeship with
Turnbull Toyota, Sale as a
parts interpreter.

Tom Condron with the side table he built in Furnishing while
completing the subject as part of his VCE at Gippsland
Grammar in 2021. The table features red gum which Tom
sourced from his family farm.

“This was a wonderful
achievement for Tom after
what was two very difficult
years of schooling,” Mr Kuch
said. “He was a very mature
and dedicated student who
thoroughly deserves all the
accolades coming his way.
Tom is the School’s fifth
Premier’s Award Furnishing
recipient since the subject
was introduced at Gippsland
Grammar in 2013. Previous
award winners for this
subject include Ben
Commins (2014), Solomon
Jones (2015), Campbell
Meade (2016) and Robert
McNeilly (2019).

teaching Wood Technology
at the school in 2011 before
introducing the Furnishing
subject at VCE level in 2013.
Mr Kuch is a carpenter
and joiner by trade but in
2008 completed a State
Government program called
‘Career Change’ which saw
him transition into teaching.

Gippsland Grammar’s five
Furnishing Premier’s Awards
are a proud achievement
for Mr Kuch who started
Gippsland Grammar - Veritas
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Community Connections
WINTER
REUNION
SCHOOL reunions are usually
about catching up with
former schoolmates from
your own year level. But our
recent Winter Reunion at
South Melbourne’s Bell’s
Hotel invited all former
students from across every
cohort and the result was a
gathering of more than 100
Old Scholars who attended
our School from the late
1960s to last year.
Many commented that while
it was lovely to reconnect
with familiar faces, it was
the new connections formed
between fellow Old Scholars
whose only common

ground was that they had
attended the same school
- often decades apart- that
provided some of the richest
conversations.
One of the most notable
examples occurred only by
chance when Old Scholars
Dr Sue Block (Class of 1968)
and Simon Tyler (Class of
1998) introduced themselves
and discovered that despite
attending the school 30 years
apart they had a remarkable
connection. Simon
mentioned he stuttered while
at school but overcame the
speech impediment not long
after leaving school when he
read a “lifechanging” book
called ‘The Stutterer’s Survival
Guide’. While that particular
book was written by Nick
Tunbridge, Sue revealed she

Gippsland Grammar Old Scholars Dr Sue Block (Class of 1968) and
Simon Tyler (Class of 1998) attended the same school 30 years apart
but discovered an unexpected connection at the School’s recent
Winter Reunion in Melbourne.
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had actually contributed a
chapter in the second edition
of the same book!
“It was really heartening to
get such amazing feedback
from someone who has
managed and grown out of
his stuttering,” Dr Block said
when recalling the incident
in the weeks following the
reunion. Like Simon, Sue also
hails from Traralgon and was
also a boarding student.
Simon agreed it was an
amazing turn of events.
“I was actually a bit starstruck
when I met Sue,” Simon
said. “I mean, that book
completely changed the way
I spoke and actually changed
the course of my whole life.

“So it was amazing to meet
someone at a reunion who
had obviously attended the
School well before my time
but had impacted my life so
much down the track. I still
have the book and I never
thought I’d meet that person,
let alone discover that we had
gone to the same school.”
Development Co-ordinator
and Reunion organiser
Sarah Guinness said “it was
heart-warming to feel the
joy and hear conversations
between old classmates
and the connections made
and renewed between
Old Scholars across the
decades.”

WINE
FUNDRAISER

Vale

Gippsland Grammar was sad
to hear of the passing of the
following Old Scholars and
former staff members.

(PICTURED RIGHT) Grammar’s
‘Gippsland Dozen’ returns for 2022
with four local wineries with links to
Gippsland Grammar come together
in every box of ‘Gippsland Dozen’
(or half-dozen) mixed wines. This
fundraiser is perfectly timed for
Christmas with each box featuring
wines from Lightfoot and Sons,
Tambo Wine, Blue Gables and
Glenmaggie Wines. Stay tuned
to our Facebook page and to your
inbox over the coming weeks for
more details about how to order.

Old Scholar Clare Pollard of
Paynesville died in August.
She was a member of the
Class of 1960.
Old Scholar Heather Wigg
(nee McKinnon) from the Class
of 1970 died on September 3.

Family
news

CLASS OF 1980
(PICTURED ABOVE) A group of Old Scholars from the Class of 1980 had an informal
reunion catch up in the Yarra Valley recently. Pictured are Old Scholars Felicity Hobson,
Hayden Marshall, Jan Henry, Paula Skeels, Simone Malcolm, David Walker and Lex
Buxton.

Gippsland Grammar is always
excited to hear about any
engagements, marriages or
births from Old Scholars. We
also request news of any deaths
of Old Scholars or former staff
so we can also pass this on to
our Community. Please email
Marketing Manager Zoe Curtis
at zoe.curtis@gippslandgs.vic.
edu.au

Decades
Reunion

Former teacher Debbie Wilson congratulates
Shrek’s leading lady Princess Fiona (aka Year
5 student Hannah Mack) after the matinee
performance at The Wedge in Sale. “I was
blown away,” Mrs Wilson said. “It was such
a great performance. Everyone should feel
very proud.”
Mrs Wilson was a music teacher and brass
instrumental teacher at St Anne’s Campus for
many years.

This year’s ‘Decades Reunion’
celebrating the combined
cohorts of 2012, 2002, 1992,
1982 and 1972 will be held
on October 8 at the School’s
Garnsey Campus in Sale. Any
Old Scholars from those cohorts
are invited to attend and can
RSVP by September 29 to

School Captain Mia Macintosh crossed
paths with her original St Anne’s Foundation
teacher Merridy Ingrouille earlier this year and
in a lovely full circle moment asked Merridy to
sew her School Colours onto her blazer.

www.trybooking.com/
CAWSM
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Rowing on the world stage
GIPPSLAND Grammar
Rowing hit the world
stage this past term with
the School’s Open Men’s
Quad crew competing at
the Henley Royal Regatta
in the UK in late June
before Year 12 students
Lindsay Hamilton and Billy
Osborne continued to Italy
to compete in the World
Rowing Championships in
Varese, Italy from late July.
The two events provided
amazing opportunities and
experience for our students
with Lindsay and Billy who were coached by our
own Director of Rowing
Nick Bartlett at the World
Championships - finishing
the event 13th in the world
in the under-19 Quad
Scull alongside their two
Australian teammates from
St Joseph’s Nudgee College
in Queensland.
Upon their return to school
just days after the World
Championship for their final
few months of Year 12,
Billy Osborne said the six
weeks they had been away
competing in the two worldclass events was surreal.
“The whole experience
was just unbelievable,” Billy
said. “Rowing at the Henley
Royal Regatta gave us our
first taste of international
competition, which is a
lot tougher than anything
we’d been exposed to in
Australia. So we felt a bit
thrown into it a bit at first
but when we went to Italy
(to compete in the World
Rowing Championships)
and at that point we really
felt our improvement every
time we got on the water.
And we could definitely feel
it by our third race and to
finish first in our final race

meant we really did finish
on a high.”
Billy’s family and Lindsay’s
dad travelled overseas to
support the duo at both
events and both families
said it truly was a once-in-alifetime experience.
“Seeing them row and then
actually win their final (in
Italy) was a very emotional
experience,” Lindsay’s
dad Tim Hamilton said. “I
can only liken that level
of emotion to what it was
like being at my children’s
births, when you’re
completely overwhelmed
by what you’re seeing.”
Billy’s mum Rosalie
Coleman agreed.
“There was one point (in
Italy) when I was in the
grandstand and watching
all these amazing athletes
walk past, some of whom
were Olympians. And then
I realised my son was one
of them. It’s not often you
actually sit back and reflect
but I was able to in that
moment.”
Director of Rowing Nick
Bartlett said the experience
provided the students with
a priceless introduction to
international competition.
“And at that level, the
hardest race isn’t even the
final because it’s the races
before that which are like
dogfights to get to one of
those final places.”
Nick Bartlett

Director of Rowing

Billy and his family and Lindsay and Tim Hamilton, all on the shores of
Lake Varese, Italy at the Rowing World Championships in July.

www.gippslandgrammar.vic.edu.au
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